RIGHT   HONOURABLE   GENTJLKMKJN
popular passion in his sermons could have kept him,
if he had been ordained, from the summit of the
Anglican hierarchy. While he was making a speech
of specially righteous sentiment in the House of Lords
an elderly listener in one of the galleries sniggered to
his neighbour, "He'd have made a good bishop!"
So be it; but not all bishops have been bad men or
incompetent men. Put William Temple in charge of
the Ministry of Health and Hensley Hcnson at the
Foreign Office and you would face a bracing period
of government. So too Edward Halifax's spotless
virtue has not caused him to fall short of ministerial
competence.
Critics have displayed a curious ignorance in some
of their criticisms. After a brief interval of rest on
his return from India he went back, at the invitation
of Ramsay MacDonald, to preside over the Board
of Education. It seemed most becoming that he
should unite education with uprightness, though his
name was associated with a circular to local authori-
ties which caused a momentary fear lest the secondary
schools might be sacrificed to economy. When
Baldwin became Prime Minister there was a " general
post" among the elect. Halifax went to the War
Office, at a moment when ideas of la guerre tolale
were still deemed to be ridiculous, and when the
Army was hardly to be taken seriously. So the foolish
critics began their babble. "Why," said one in a
supremely fatuous mood, "should that dear innocent
creature allow old Baldwin to make him Secretary of
State for War?"
After the 1935 election he was relieved of depart-
mental duties and, first as Lord Privy Seal, and then
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